Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held at Cadoxton Community Centre on
Monday 18 May 2026 at 6.00pm

Presiding Councillor J Betts
Present Councillors W Griffiths, J Hale, C Lewis, A M Broom, G Morgan, G T

Morgan, C Williams, J Griffiths, A Burton, C Parry, N Brown, J Hutchings,
L Rabaiotti Jones

Apologies  Councillors R Lewis, H Harry

6041

6042

6043

6044

6045

Appointment of Chair

RESOLVED that Councillor J Betts be appointed Chair for 2026/27, and
Councillor Betts duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of the Office of
Chair.

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting.

Appointment of Vice Chair

RESOLVED that Councillor A Burton be appointed Vice-Chair for 2026/27, and
Councillor Burton duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of the Office of
Vice Chair.

Members Code of Conduct

RESOLVED that the Members Code of Conduct be adopted by Council and
noted that mandatory Code of Conduct training would occur as soon as
possible.

Membership of Committees
RESOLVED that Members be elected to the following Committees as indicated,
and subject to those not present conveying acceptance to the Clerk —

Resources Committee — Councillors W Giriffiths, J Hale, J Betts, G Morgan, R
Lewis and C Williams, with Councillors A Burton and H Harry nominated as
alternate Members should the need arise.

Environment Committee — Councillors J Hale, C Heath, L Rabaiotti Jones, W
Griffiths, C Parry, J Hutchings and C Lewis.

Festivals Committee - Councillors W Giriffiths, J Hale, A Burton, A M Broom,
C Heath, H Harry, N Brown and L Rabaiotti Jones.

Staffing Committee - Councillors R Lewis, C Heath, G Morgan and A M
Broom.



6046

6047

6048

6049

6050

6051

Appeals Committee — Councillors J Hale, G T Morgan, W Griffiths and J Betts.

Further RESOLVED that the Terms of Reference of the Staffing Committee and
the Appeals Committee be amended to provide delegated authority to the
respective committees on disciplinary matters, to facilitate their operation
independently of Council.

Membership of Outside Bodies
RESOLVED that Members be elected to the following Outside Bodies as
indicated —

Neath Port Talbot CBC/Community Councils Liaison Committee -
Councillor G Morgan.

One Voice Wales, Neath Port Talbot Area Committee and Larger Councils
Committee — Councillors J Hale and W Giriffiths.

School Governing Bodies — Council to be represented as follows, and
Councillor Burton be reappointed to Bryncoch CIW Primary when her term of
office ends on 16 October 2026 —

e Bryncoch CIW Primary Councillor A Burton
e Blaenhonddan Primary Councillor A Burton
e Catwg Primary Councillor A M Broom
e Waunceirch Primary Councillor W Griffiths
o  Cilffriw Primary Councillor C Heath

Income and Expenditure, Bank Reconciliation 2025/26

The Clerk submitted the Income and Expenditure Report and the Bank
Reconciliation statement for 2025/26 in advance of their submission for audit.
RESOLVED that the accounts be approved.

Annual Investment Strategy 2026/27
The Clerk submitted a draft Annual Investment Strategy for 2026/27.
RESOLVED that the Draft Strategy be approved.

Policies and Procedures

RESOLVED that the following policies and procedures be adopted—
e Standing Orders

Financial Regulations

Health and Safety Policy

Freedom of Information Scheme

Risk Management Plan and Risk Assessment Schedule

Draft Annual Report 2026
RESOLVED that the Draft Annual Report for 2026 be approved.

Applications for Financial Assistance

RESOLVED that all applications for financial assistance be considered at the
October and April meetings of Council, and that Council’s policy of preferred
support for local applications be reaffirmed.



6052 Financial Management Arrangements
RESOLVED that present arrangements be confirmed and specifically that —
e existing financial arrangements as outlined in the Annual Investment
Strategy and the Clerk’s Report be endorsed
e the following Members be authorised to act as bank signatories on the
Council's behalf — Councillors W Griffiths, J Hale
e Council confirms the appointment of KLG Internal Audit Services as its
Internal Auditor in accordance with the three-year appointment made for
2025-28
e Council authorises payments by Direct Debit or Standing Order for utility
services, telephone/internet/mobile provision, facility management charges
and bank charges, and by Debit Card for occasional purchases as
authorised by Financial Regulations
e Council continues to engage the following for reasons of continuity, their
ongoing understanding of the Council’s land, buildings and their operational
systems, and the occasional need for emergency response —
» M J Sparnon — building maintenance and improvement, advice and
specification
KLG Internal Audit — internal audit services
Platinum Gas — heating and plumbing services
CCS Electrics — electrical services
The Arb Team and Our Tree Company — tree surveys and
maintenance
Colin Moses Roofing — roofing services
Knight Alarm Services — intruder alarm maintenance
Chubb - fire extinguisher inspection and maintenance
MSS Acorn Chemical Services Ltd — water risk assessment and
inspections.

VVVY VVVYY

6053 Member Remuneration
The Clerk indicated that the Report of the Independent Remuneration Panel for
Wales had been received and contained only one minor change from the
previous year's recommendations. He outlined Council’s previous practice in
its consideration. RESOLVED that —

e The Clerk prepare an “opt out” form regarding Member Payments and liaise
with all Members on their personal decisions accordingly

e A Specific Responsibility Payment be made to the Chair but that the Clerk
prepare an “opt out” form and liaise with the Chair on his personal decision
accordingly

e Travelling expenses and subsistence payments be paid to Members for
relevant duties as per current practice, on receipt of a claim form prepared
by the Clerk

¢ Afinancial loss payment be paid to Members for relevant duties on receipt
of a claim form prepared by the Clerk

e The Clerk prepare a form for Members to claim reimbursement of care costs
in appropriate circumstances, should they wish to make a claim

¢ A Chair’s allowance in the sum of £500.00 be paid in 2026/27 in accordance
with current practice

¢ No Vice-Chair’s allowance be paid in 2026/27



e Requirements with regard to publication be adhered to, relevant payments
be made as soon as practicable in the financial year, and payments be
recovered on a pro rata basis if any Member ceases to be a Member of
Council.

The meeting ended at 6.40 pm.

Signed Dated 15 June 2026




Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held at Cadoxton Community Centre on
Monday 18 May 2026 at 6.50 pm

Presiding Councillor J Betts

Present Councillors W Griffiths, J Hale, C Lewis, A M Broom, G Morgan, G T
Morgan, C Williams, J Griffiths, A Burton, C Parry, N Brown, J Hutchings,
L Rabaiotti Jones

Apologies  Councillors R Lewis, H Harry

6054 Declarations of Interest
Councillors W Griffiths, C Williams and J Hale declared an interest in Item 14
on the agenda in view of their respective roles as Members of NPT CBC.

6055 Matters Raised by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public present.

6056 Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 20 April 2026
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 20
April 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

6057 Matters Arising

e Further to Minute 6026, the Clerk advised that Voucher DD10178
should have been recorded as an electricity payment of £61.88 at
Owain Glyndwr Community Centre. RESOLVED noted.

e Further to Minute 6033, the Clerk advised that reference to drainage
issues at a community centre should have referred to Cilfrew
Community Centre. RESOLVED noted.

e Further to Minute 6035 relating to Cadoxton Park, the Clerk advised
that the Minute should refer to Councillor P Rogers and provided an
update whereby Council was invited to make a small financial
contribution to the proposal. RESOLVED that the Council make a
contribution of £3,200.00 as this would secure the release of the
significant external funds indicated, and allow support for a second
project from those funds, and that the proposal be implemented as
outlined.

6058 Financial Transactions — May 2026
RESOLVED that the Clerk’s report on payments and transfer of funds in May
2026 be approved.

6059 Planning Applications — May 2026
RESOLVED no objection to the following applications —

P2026/0185 Cl/use of 1 Guesthouse to Cwmbach Cottages, Cwmbach Road
Dwelling Cadoxton

P2026/0215 Construction of 186 Main Road Bryncoch
Replacement Garage
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P2026/0276 Extension 4 Redwood Close Bryncoch

RESOLVED no objection to the following application, subject to the views of
the NPT CBC arboricultural officer -

P2026/0273 Work to TPO Tree 8 Hazel Tree Court Bryncoch

RESOLVED no observations on the following application as it is a technical
determination for NPT CBC following the granting of consent —

P2026/0277  Details Condition 14 — Caewern House Dwr y Felin Road
Scheme for Treatment/ Caewern
Disposal of Soils

6060 Community Centre Management
There were no reports on Community Centre Management.

6061 Police Matters
Members reported a number of issues within the community that were being
looked into as follows —
e Use of the pedestrian footbridge near Neath College by bikes
e Scrambler bikes using footpaths in Aberdulais
¢ Motorbikes entering the Waunceirch Playing Field
e Teenagers sitting in the public highways between Bryncoch and
Dyffryn.
RESOLVED that the reports be noted and that all Members ensure that
incidents are reported to 101 so that a record is maintained by the Police.

6062 Reports from Outside Bodies
RESOLVED that the following be noted -
e There were no reports from the NPT CBC Liaison Forum.
e There were no reports from One Voice Wales
e There were no reports from Governing Body representatives.
Further RESOLVED that the Clerk’s report of an information gathering
meeting between NPT CBC officers and Clerks regarding the NPT CBC
Liaison Forum be noted, and that future developments be awaited.

6063 Accounts 2025/26

e The Clerk outlined the conclusions of the Final Internal Audit Report on
the 2025/26 Accounts. RESOLVED noted.

e The 2025/26 Annual Return was summarised for Members with
reference to the Income and Expenditure Report and Bank
Reconciliation previously reported at the Annual Meeting (Minute 6047
refers). RESOLVED that the Annual Return be approved for
submission for external audit.

e The 2025/26 Annual Governance Statement was summarised for
Members’ consideration. RESOLVED that the Annual Governance
Statement be approved for submission for external audit.



6064

e RESOLVED that the Chair and Responsible Financial officer be
authorised to sign the Annual Return and that the relevant documents
be submitted for external audit.

Capital Programme Schemes
The Clerk submitted progress reports on capital programme schemes as
follows -

e RESOLVED noted that a meeting to discuss drainage issues outside
Cadoxton Park with NPT CBC had been requested

e Further to the professional report on drainage issues at Cilfrew
Community Centre, an assessment of proposed works and additional
investigations had been received, along with a quotation for partial
remedial works. RESOLVED that in view of their previous involvement
with the issues, Council appoint Swansea Drains (Metro Rod) to
undertake the necessary work at the cost made known to Members.

e RESOLVED noted that there was currently no progress on the
proposed design for a ramp up to Waunceirch Playing Fields.

e RESOLVED noted that the kitchen works have commenced at Cilfrew
CC and further RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to accept a
quotation for flooring in the kitchen and toilets so that the work can be
completed as soon as possible.

6065 Water Management

6066

The Clerk referred to the Water Risk Assessments recently undertaken at the
Council’'s Community Centres, indicated that he was waiting for a Written
Scheme of Control for each Centre, but that a quote for remedial works to the
showers at Cilfrew Community Centre had been received. Members
considered the cost involved and the implications of not undertaking the work.
RESOLVED that MSS Water be engaged to complete the work specified at
the cost reported to Council.

(Councillors W Griffiths, J Hale and C Wiliams declared an interest in the
following item and took no part in the voting thereon)

Proposed Traffic Regulation Order, Dwr y Felin Road Waunceirch

The Clerk referred to a consultation received from NPT CBC regarding a
proposed Traffic Regulation Order in the vicinity of Waunceirch Primary
School. He outlined the implications of the Order and confirmed that it was
proposed on highway safety grounds. Members were reminded that there had
been no resolution or response from NPT CBC to the Council’s
representations on the need for comprehensive parking arrangements to
serve the school, and the likely implications for the Council’s car park serving
the Waunceirch Playing Fields. RESOLVED that, in view of the highway
safety reasons for the proposals, Council offer no objection to the Traffic
Regulation Order, but that the Clerk write separately to the respective parties
regarding the long term need to address school generated traffic.



6067

6068

6069

6070

6071

6072

Redundant Playground at Waunceirch District Park

Councillor J Hale referred to the availability of funding that could be used to
undertake a redevelopment of the redundant playground at the Waunceirch
District Park, and referred to the possibility of developing a sensory garden
with seating as part of a wider development. The Clerk advised that it would
be sensible to develop the concept in the first instance with a view to
consultation on the proposal. RESOLVED that Councillor Hale engage further
with the Clerk to establish what support could be identified and report back to
Council in due course.

Public and Press

RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the
meeting during the following three items, by virtue of the nature of the business
to be transacted.

Matters Arising from Exempt Items
There were no matters arising.

Health and Safety
There were no reports for submission to Council. RESOLVED noted.

Payroll Issue

The Clerk drew Council’s attention to a recently discovered payroll issue that
extended back to 2019 with regard to one employee, and indicated that he
had been in touch with the necessary authorities regarding its resolution. He
confirmed what needed to be done and the cost to both Council and the
employee concerned. Members agreed that Council had to resolve the
situation and RESOLVED that the Clerk take the necessary steps to meet the
obligations and the cost involved.

Correspondence

There were no items of correspondence

The meeting ended at 8.15 pm

Signed Dated 15 June 2026




Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday 15 June 2026 at 6.30 pm
in the Cadoxton Community Centre, Neath and Online

Presiding Councillor J Betts

Present

In Person - Councillors C Lewis, A M Broom, G Morgan, G T Morgan, R
Lewis, H Harry, W Griffiths, J Griffiths, J Hutchings, A Burton, N Brown
Online — Councillor C Williams

Apologies  Councillor J Hale

6073

6074

6075

6076

6077

6078

6079

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting.

Matters Raised by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public present.

Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 18 May 2026
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held on 18 May
2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 18 May 2026
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 18
May 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

Matters Arising

1. Further to Minute 6045 relating to membership of Committees,
RESOLVED noted that Councillor R Lewis had accepted nominations
to the Resources and Staffing Committees.

2. Further to Minute 6065 regarding Water Management arrangements,
the Clerk submitted information and prices received from MSS Water.
RESOLVED that the Clerk investigate further the possibility of
undertaking work in house and report back on potential arrangements
and contracts in due course

Financial Transactions — June 2026
RESOLVED that the Clerk’s report on payments and transfer of funds be
approved, subject to the following corrections —

e Voucher DD10260 — Caewern CC not Cilfrew CC

e Voucher DD10261 - £117.23 not £1017.23

Planning Applications — June 2026
RESOLVED no objection to the following application, subject to the views of
the NPT CBC Arboricultural Officer —

P2026/0293 Work to TPO Tree 8 Bittern Court Bryncoch
RESOLVED no objection to the following application —
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P2026/0373 Details Condition 12 — Caewern House Dwr y Felin Road
Interpretation Material Caewern

6080 Community Centre Management

1. The Clerk reported a request to consume alcohol at a birthday and
anniversary celebration in Bryncoch Community Centre and submitted
details of the proposed booking. RESOLVED that the request be
acceded to.

2. The Clerk reported that a request to hire a community centre car park
had been received and indicated that such a request was not covered
in the Council’s hire policy. RESOLVED that the Council’s policy be
amended to preclude standalone hire of car parks, but to allow such
use and make the adjacent community centre available, subject to
levying a hire charge at the community rate.

6081 Police Matters
RESOLVED that the following reports from Members be noted —
¢ Youths misbehaving at Caewern House, with Police response involved.
¢ Youths gathering at the rear of Caewern Community Centre
e Arecentincident involving a dog and its owner in Bryncoch

Further RESOLVED that the Clerk’s Report on the following be noted and
actioned accordingly -

e Vandalism to safety surfacing at the Bryncoch Playground, to be
publicised and reported to the Police, with action to effect immediate
repairs authorised

e Neighbourhood Police Sergeant J Davies is scheduled to attend the
September meeting of Council.

6082 Reports from Outside Bodies
There were no reports from the NPT CBC Liaison Forum, One Voice Wales
or School Governing Bodies, other than notification of Governing Body
meeting dates.

6083 Audit of 2024-25 Accounts

The Clerk reported that, after a lengthy and protracted external full audit
process, the report of Audit Wales on the 2024-25 Accounts had been
received. He reported that a Qualified Opinion had been issued and provided
details of the Basis of Qualification indicated by the Auditor. He confirmed that
some of the reasons were understood and agreed, whilst others were
debatable and non-specific, but acknowledged that staff turnover had caused
issues in 2024-25 that had now been addressed. RESOLVED that the
Auditor's Report be noted and that, if appropriate, the Clerk query the
debatable reasons with the auditor.

6084 Casual Vacancy, Bryncoch South Ward
Members were advised that the Chair had received, through the Clerk, the
resignation of Councillor C Heath as a Member of Council representing the
Bryncoch South Ward, citing personal and business reasons for the decision.
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6085

6086

6087

The Clerk indicated that, as a consequence, the following would need to be
addressed —
e The Casual Vacancy — RESOLVED that it be advertised immediately
e Nomination to the Governing Body of Cilffiw Primary School —
RESOLVED that the Clerk advise the school, and that an item be
placed on the July agenda of Council allowing Members to consider
whether they wished to put their names forward
e Membership of the Council’s Staffing Committee — RESOLVED that
Councillor J Griffiths be nominated to fulfil the role.

Capital Programme Schemes
The Clerk submitted progress reports on capital programme schemes as
follows -

e RESOLVED noted that NPT CBC had agreed to address drainage
issues outside Cadoxton Park, and that any issues within the Park
would be monitored

e RESOLVED noted that proposed drainage work at Cilfrew Community
Centre and additional investigations would take place during the week
beginning 06 July 2026

e RESOLVED noted that a meeting regarding the proposed footpath
ramp up to Waunceirch Playing Fields had been arranged.

e RESOLVED noted that the kitchen and flooring work at Cilfrew
Community Centre had been completed, that a caretaker’s cupboard
be constructed by the kitchen contractor at a cost reported to Members,
and that the Clerk review cleaning regimes at all community centre
kitchens and toilets.

e Further to additional suggestions being received, RESOLVED that
proposed environmental work be supported in Cilfrew, a Cilfrew utility
box repaint be funded and Members considered potential similar
options in their respective wards, and that longer term changes at the
Cilfrew Playground be added to the list of potential capital projects for
future consideration.

Historic Invoices

The Clerk submitted a report, following consultation with the Council’s Internal
Auditor and Rialtas, requesting that Members consider the write-off of historic
unpaid hire invoices from 2023/24 and 2024/25, in the total sum made known
to Members. Reasonable efforts have been made to recover the outstanding
amounts, but the organisations or groups involved are believed to have
ceased operating. Council authority to approve the write-off of these debts as
irrecoverable is required and it was RESOLVED accordingly.

Lease of Caewern Community Centre

NPT CBC had advised that the lease of Caewern Community Centre expired
on 31 March 2026 and enquired as to whether Council wished to renew the
lease on similar terms and at a revised rental made known to Members.
RESOLVED that renewal of the lease of Caewern Community Centre be
agreed and that the Clerk apply for a grant from NPT C BC to cover part of the
cost.

11



6088

6089

6090

6091

6092

6093

Public and Press

RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the
meeting during the following four items, by virtue of the nature of the business
to be transacted.

Matters Arising from Exempt Items
There were no matters arising.

Health and Safety
There were no reports for submission to Council. RESOLVED noted.

Staffing Committee

The Clerk advised Members that a meeting of the Staffing Committee would
be convened in the near future to consider a disciplinary matter. No further
details were divulged to Members and there was no discussion thereon.
RESOLVED noted.

Mileage Allowance

The Clerk referred to the recent change in HMRC mileage allowances from 01
April 2026 and sought authority to pay the amended amount. RESOLVED
that Council pay the amended HMRC mileage rate.

Correspondence
RESOLVED that the following items of correspondence be noted —

1 One Voice Wales Invitation to National Conference

2 NPT CBC Planning Notification of Planning Enforcement Appeal —
Land between The Bungalow and Dulais Rock
Inn Main Road Aberdulais

3 NPT CBC Finance Notification of Grant Award — Lease of
Waunceirch District Park

RESOLVED that the following item of correspondence be actioned as
indicated —

4 KLG Internal Audit Service Withdrawal of Internal Audit Services
Clerk to review options for the appointment of a replacement internal auditor
and report back to Council in due course.

The meeting ended at 7.44 pm

Signed Dated 20 July 2026

12



Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Festivals Committee of the Council held on Monday 13th
July 2026 at 6.30 pm in Cadoxton Community Centre, Neath

Presiding  Councillor J Hale
Present In Person - Councillors W Giriffiths, A Burton, A M Broom, N Brown

Non-Voting Members — Councillors J Betts, J Griffiths
Apologies  Councillors H Harry, G Morgan

6094 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting

6095 Matters raised by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public present.

6096 Christmas Event 2026
Councillor J Betts outlined his thoughts on the possibility of holding a Christmas
Service at St Matthew’s Church in Bryncoch, with a proposed date of Monday
07 December 2026 suggested. Subject to arrangements being confirmed, the
service would be held in Bryncoch this year, with a view holding the event
elsewhere within the Blaenhonddan Community Council wards in future years,
to encourage wider community involvement. Members discussed the proposal
on the basis that it would be free to attend, with a retiring collection at the end
of the service, at which time there might be festive refreshments if this was
feasible. It was also noted that some costs may have to be incurred but that a
budget was available. RESOLVED that Council be recommended to —
e Arrange the Christmas event at St Matthew’s in 2026 and elsewhere in
future years
e Instruct the Assistant Clerk to make initial enquiries with the vicar, local
schools and groups, and to explore the possibility of guest attendance by
the Mayor and/or Youth Mayor of NPT CBC

The meeting ended at 7.15 pm

Signed Dated 13" July 2026
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Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday 20 July 2026 at 6.30 pm
in the Cadoxton Community Centre, Neath and Online

Presiding Councillor J Betts

Present

In Person - Councillors C Lewis, J Hale, G Morgan, G T Morgan, C
Williams, H Harry, W Giriffiths, J Griffiths, J Hutchings, A Burton, N Brown
Online — Councillors R Lewis, C Parry

Apologies  Councillor A M Broom

6097

6098

6099

6100

6101

6102

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting.

Matters Raised by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public present.

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 15 June 2026
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 15
June 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

Matters Arising

3. Further to Minute 6077.2 relating to water management arrangements,
the Clerk reported on training costs that would enable work to be
undertaken in house. RESOLVED that the training opportunities be
accepted on the terms reported to Council.

4. Further to Minute 6084 relating to the resignation of former Councillor
C Heath, RESOLVED that no replacement Member be appointed to the
Festivals Committee.

5. Further to Minute 6093.4 regarding the appointment of an internal
auditor, the Clerk indicted that he would be seeking bids and reporting
to Council at its September meeting. RESOLVED noted.

Financial Transactions — July 2026
RESOLVED that the Clerk’s report on payments and transfer of funds be
approved.

Planning Applications — July 2026
RESOLVED no objection to the following applications —

P2026/0383 Garage Conversion 16 Golwg y Mynydd Waunceirch
P2026/0417 S/S Rear Extension 25 Parc Penscynor Cilfrew

RESOLVED no objection to the following application, subject to the views of
the NPT CBC Arboricultural Officer —

P2026/0397 Work to TPO Trees Land between 2 & 4 Derwen Deg
Bryncoch

14



6103

6104

6105

6106

6107

RESOLVED objection to the following application for the reasons indicated -

P2026/0407 2 No. Padel Couirts, Neath Sports Centre Neath Abbey Road
Floodlighting & Canopy Neath

Council is concerned about the loss of 28 car parking spaces and the lack of
any proposal to replace those spaces given how busy the Centre is, and is not
convinced that school premises will be made available when needed. It
believes that the junction with Neath Abbey Road is already difficult to exit and
a cause of concern on highway safety grounds, and that a further development
of the site will exacerbate that situation.

Community Centre Management

3. The Clerk reported that Council could purchase first aids kits that meet
Health and Safety requirements for each Community Centre and
indicated the cost involved. RESOLVED that the first aid kits be
purchased and installed.

4. The Clerk reported that the piano at Bryncoch Community Centre was
damaged and could not be repaired. Options for disposal were
discussed RESOLVED that disposal be arranged and the relevant cost
be met as necessary.

Police Matters
RESOLVED that the following reports from Members be noted —
e E Scooter issues in Aberdulais
e Speed monitoring arrangements at Llygad yr Haul and Llewellyn
Avenue
¢ A pending change of PCSO personnel.

Reports from Outside Bodies
There were no reports from the NPT CBC Liaison Forum, One Voice Wales
or School Governing Bodies.

Minutes of the Festivals Committee Meeting held on 13 July 2026

The Clerk indicated that the agenda omitted an item to facilitate the
appointment of a Chair and Vice-Chair for the 2026-27 civic year and that the
2025-26 Chair had presided over the meeting. RESOLVED that the situation
be rectified at the next meeting and that the Minutes of the Festivals
Committee held on 13 July 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

Cilffriw Primary School Governing Body

Further to Minute 6084 of Council on 15 June 2026, the Chair invited
nominations from Members for a Minor Authority Governor position on the
Governing Body of Cilffriw Primary School. No Member was able to accept a
nomination and Council considered its options with regard to the appointment
of a lay member. RESOLVED that, in the interests of transparency, Council
should advertise its intention, invite lay member nominations and contact
individuals who had previously expressed an interest.

15



6108

6109

6110

6111

Cadoxton Park Development

Members were advised that in pursuit of the proposal to provide a partial Multi
Use Games Area at Cadoxton Park information on surfacing had been sought,
and the relevant contractor had advised of a change in specification and a
revised price. Members appreciated that the Council’'s enhanced contribution
could amount to a third of the capital cost, and considered their options.
RESOLVED that the Clerk liaise with Councillor P Rogers regarding the
amount of grant available, and if such a significant contribution was required,
consult further before making a commitment.

(Councillors R Lewis and C Lewis declared an interest in the following item
and took no part in the discussions or decisions thereon)

Birch Lane Cilfrew

The Clerk summarised a complaint from a resident of Birch Lane regarding
water and surface problems. The complainant suggested actions that could
be taken to address the issues and, given Council’s ownership of part of the
lane, an expectation that it should assist with delivery of some of the solutions
mooted. The Clerk indicated that, without obligation, he had taken some
engineering advice regarding possible practical actions, but that he was
unsure as to whether there was a legal obligation on Council to address any
of the issues. RESOLVED that the Clerk seek legal advice from the Head of
Legal at NPT CBC and, without obligation, explore the potential cost of the
practical engineering works identified.

(Councillor R Lewis left the meeting at this point in the proceedings)

Capital Programme Schemes
The Clerk submitted progress reports on capital programme schemes as
follows -
e RESOLVED noted that NPT CBC had completed drainage work
outside Cadoxton Park
e RESOLVED noted that sewer repairs at Cilfrew Community Centre had
been completed. Further RESOLVED that a percolation test, with a
view to resolving flooding with a soakaway, had demonstrated a
soakaway as feasible, and that subject to relevant consents, the work
proceed if the indicative costs reported to Council were confirmed
e RESOLVED noted that further design details regarding the proposed
footpath ramp up to Waunceirch Playing Fields were pending and that
contingency work to facilitate future electrical connections be
considered
e RESOLVED noted that a date for constructing a caretaker’s cupboard
at Cilfrew Community Centre had been agreed.

Cilfrew and Ynysygerwn Playgrounds

Councillor C Lewis outlined her proposal, subject to Council’s agreement, to
upgrade the play facilities at Cilfrew and Ynysygerwn Playgrounds using a
Pride in Place budget that she was able to access, with the assistance of the
Council’s officers. RESOLVED that Councillor Lewis’ proposal be accepted,
that the Clerk assist with any arrangements and, given that both playgrounds
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were constructed by Wicksteed Leisure, they be invited to submit proposals
for consideration.

Playground Safety Surfacing

The Clerk indicated that arrangements for repair of vandalised safety surfacing
at the Cilfrew, Caewern and Bryncoch Playgrounds had been made, and
advised Council of the costs to be incurred. RESOLVED noted.

Casual Vacancy, Bryncoch South Ward

Members were advised that there had been no request for an election for the
Casual Vacancy in the Bryncoch South Ward and that Council could,
therefore, proceed to co-opt an individual. RESOLVED that the notice of
vacancy be published as soon as possible with a view to reporting to Council
on 21st September 2026.

Bryncoch Football Club

The Clerk advised that a request to make a presentation to Council had been
received from Bryncoch Football Club, regarding their aspiration to take a
lease of the Waunceirch Playing Field. RESOLVED that Bryncoch Football
Club be invited to send a delegation to the next meeting of Council on 21
September 2026 and that an officer from NPT CBC be invited to attend as
well.

(Councillor A Burton left the meeting at this point in the proceedings)

Scoping of Services

The Chair outlined his aspiration to conduct a survey of the services provided
by Council and external partners as a means of identifying where gaps in
provision exist and to consider how Council might assist in addressing such
gaps. RESOLVED that the Chair review his proposal and submit a further
report to Council in due course.

Designated Dog Exercise Area, Cadoxton Park

The Clerk reported that a petition had been received suggesting that Council
set up a designated dog exercise area by fencing off a part of Cadoxton Park.
He summarised the proposal as outlined by the petitioner and provided
Members with an analysis of the 130 signatories. He indicated that there are
signs within the park asking dog owners to keep their dogs on a lead.
Following a discussion of the proposal and issues arising therefrom,
RESOLVED that Council reject the proposal for the following reasons —

e Bespoke locations exist in the wider area that can be used for dog
training

e There are locations within the wider area where dogs can be exercised
off lead and socialised

e Council does not wish to separate an area of the Park for such use, and
would find it difficult to manage and maintain the area, and to “police”
the activities if it did, as “self-regulation” is not something that is likely
to be universally successful
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e Council would not wish to set a precedent for similar facilities in its other
parks

e Council is mindful of the insurance liabilities that might accrue if it were
to develop an area of this nature.

Public and Press

RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the
meeting during the following four items, by virtue of the nature of the business
to be transacted.

Matters Arising from Exempt Items
There were no matters arising.

Health and Safety
There were no reports for submission to Council. RESOLVED noted.

Staff Vacancy

The Clerk advised Members that the Park Attendant responsible for Cadoxton
Park had submitted his resignation. He indicated that he had considered a
review of park attendant services but that, at present, it may be expedient to
advertise the post on a like for like basis. RESOLVED that the vacancy be
advertised and an appointment be made in due course.

HMRC

The Clerk referred to a recent issue with PAYE and his attempts to seek
guidance from HMRC. He indicated that he may need external advice which
may mean incurring a small fee. RESOLVED that the Clerk to be authorised
to seek external assistance if required.

Correspondence
RESOLVED that the following items of correspondence be noted —

1 NPT CBC Standards Committee Annual Report 2025-26
2 One Voice Wales Conference Invitation
3 NPT CBC Early Years Education — Roll-out in Blaenhonddan area

The meeting ended at 8.40 pm

Signed Dated 17 August 2026
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Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday 17 August 2026 at 6.30
pm in the Cadoxton Community Centre, Neath and Online

Presiding Councillor J Betts
Present In Person - Councillors G T Morgan, W Giriffiths, J Hutchings, G Morgan,

H Harry, J Griffiths, C Williams, C Parry, A M Broom, N Brown, L
Rabaiotti-Jones

Online — Councillor J Hale

95 Members of the Public in person

Apologies  Councillors R Lewis, C Lewis, A Burton, L Bromham-Nichols

6123

6124

Declarations of Interest

Councillors J Griffiths, C Williams and J Hale declared an interest in Planning
Application P2026/0478 and in the matter to be raised by members of the
public.

Matters Raised by Members of the Public

The Chair welcomed members of the public who were in attendance to discuss
the planning application submitted for the development of up to 250 dwellings
at Leiros Parc Bryncoch. He suggested to Members that the agenda item to
deal with this matter be brought forward to follow the Public Item. RESOLVED
accordingly by Council.

Following legal advice, the Chair invited the Clerk to make a statement, for the
benefit of all present, with regard to the position of Members of Council who
are also Members of NPT CBC, to the effect that they cannot participate in
discussions or voting on this matter, so that they are free to participate on any
discussions that arise when the proposed development is considered by NPT
CBC. RESOLVED noted.

Members of the public addressed Council, expressing significant concerns
about the proposals contained in the planning application, concerns which are
summarised under the following headings -
e Publicity about the application
e Concerns regarding validity of survey information and data
e Capacity of the A474 and the potential for safety issues and even
more gridlock, and concerns regarding traffic model conclusions
¢ Inadequacy of Daphne Road and the prospect of “rat runs” being
created
e Likely difficulty in meeting active travel aspirations
e Concerns about proximity to Gilfach Quarry with potential noise and
flooding possibilities
e Scale and layout of proposals given the elevated location having a
detrimental impact on existing properties
e Impractical drainage proposals given infiltration difficulties along with
the lack of data about infiltration models and attenuation tanks
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e Loss of biodiversity and an area supporting wildlife and lack of
confidence about wildlife surveys

Concerns regarding the “emergency access”

Lack of appreciation of mining history and potential contamination
Existence of two listed structures that may be affected

Pressure on local services — schools, health, etc.

Inconsistencies with previous local plan and planning inquiry
decisions

Following lengthy and pertinent representations and a summary of written
views received by the Clerk from two individuals, the public were thanked for
their contributions and were invited to remain and listen to the Members
debate.

Planning Application for Development at Leiros Parc Bryncoch
(P2026/0478)

(Having declared their interest, Councillors W Griffiths and C Williams left the
Chamber during this discussion and neither they nor Councillor J Hale took
part in the voting thereon)

The Clerk provided a factual report to Members outlining the proposals and
the comments previously submitted by Council at the earlier pre-application
consultation stage. He referred to the applicant’s responses to the comments
in their Pre Application Consultation Report supporting the planning
application. Members noted the comments previously received from the public
and Council’'s own representations in the past in respect of a number of
proposals. Members considered that there had been no change to proposals
previously outlined.

RESOLVED that Council object to the proposed development of the Leiros
Parc Development Site in view of its consistent objections and the concerns
detailed below, and that a summary of the views expressed to Council by the
public be appended in its response to the Local Planning Authority —

e the site is situated in an elevated position, has extensive landscape
and informal recreational value that would be lost to the wider
community

o there are substantive drainage issues connected with the proposal
and information provided by the developer does not adequately
assess the implications nor the effectiveness of potential solutions,
including the potential for flooding of areas below the site

o there are significant biodiversity implications, and research submitted
in support of the application is not considered to be sufficiently robust

e the proposed development would be served by the A474 which
cannot safely accommodate additional traffic and there are effectively
gridlock situations already affecting the wider network towards Neath
and Neath Abbey

¢ there are significant traffic circulation issues associated with the site
itself and with Daphne Road as a primary access and the proposals
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are not consistent with previous requirements arising from local
planning policies

e there is concern about inadequate consideration of past mining
activity and current/future proximity to the Gilfach Quarry

e there are listed structures in the area which could be affected

e such alarge development would place significant demands on a
range of local services which are already under pressure, including
local schools and health facilities

e there are suggestions that previous public inquiries have made
recommendations that have been ignored or set aside to facilitate the
proposal and/or land allocation in policy documents

e there are suggestions that some of the supporting studies are based on
historic information or on insufficient survey results, which need to be
challenged by the Local Planning Authority.

Further RESOLVED that it be minuted that Council’s resolution was supported
by all Members present with no vote against and one abstention.

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 20 July 2026
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 20
July 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

Matters Arising from the Minutes

1. Further to Minute 6108 regarding the Cadoxton Park development,
RESOLVED noted that Councillor P Rogers had agreed to an increased
contribution resulting in a lower contribution for the Council, and that the
Clerk would proceed with the grant application on this basis.

2. Further to Minute 6110 regarding the drainage issue at Cilfrew Community
Centre, RESOLVED that the Clerk’s report highlighting that the scheme
had commenced, but that excavation difficulties were likely to result in an
increase in costs, be noted.

3. Further to Minute 6111 relating to Cilfrew and Ynysygerwn Playgrounds,
RESOLVED noted that a proposal had been received and would support
a funding bid, and that a further report would be submitted to Council in
due course.

4. Further to Minute 6113, the Clerk advised that a Casual Vacancy notice
would be published on Friday 21 August 2026. RESOLVED noted.

5. Further to Minute 6120 relating to the staff vacancy as Park Attendant at
Cadoxton Park, RESOLVED noted that the Clerk had made an
appointment.

Financial Matters — August 2026
RESOLVED that the Clerk’s report on payments and transfer of funds in
August 2026 be approved.

Planning Applications — August 2026
RESOLVED no objection to the following applications

P2026/0202  Amended Plans — Former SCN Engineering Site, Neath
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Employment units Abbey Road, Neath

P2026/0276  Extension 4 Redwood Close Bryncoch
P2026/0304  Extensions & Improvements Gwynfield House Birch Lane
P2026/0314  Off street Parking 13 Main Road Bryncoch

Birch Lane Cilfrew

The Clerk outlined advice received following previous consideration of the
Council’'s ownership of part of Birch Lane and representations received from
a local resident. Members considered the possibility of commissioning
bespoke legal advice. RESOLVED that the Clerk engage with relevant
officers from NPT CBC and report back to Council in due course.

Public and Press

RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the
meeting during the following two items, by virtue of the nature of the business
to be transacted.

Matters Arising from Exempt Items
There were no matters arising.

Health and Safety
There were no reports for submission to Council. RESOLVED noted.

Correspondence
RESOLVED that the following item of correspondence be noted —

1 | NPT CBC Environment Traffic Order Decision — Dwr y Felin Road etc.

The meeting ended at 8.25 pm

Signed Dated 21 September
2026
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Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Resources Committee of the Council held in
Cadoxton Community Centre, Neath on Monday 07 September 2026 at 6.30 pm.

Presiding --

Present Councillors W Giriffiths, J Betts, G Morgan, R Lewis

Apologies Councillors J Hale, A Burton

6135

6136

6137

6138

6139

6140

6141

Appointment of Chair
RESOLVED that Councillor G Morgan be appointed Chair for 2026/27.

Appointment of Vice Chair
RESOLVED that Councillor R Lewis be appointed Vice Chair for 2026/27.

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting.

Matters Raised by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public present.

Quarter 1 Budget Monitoring

The Clerk presented his Budget Monitoring Report for the first Quarter of the
2026-27 financial year. Members considered income and expenditure against
the budget agreed by Council and noted that neither was unduly different to
that anticipated. The increase in overall income was explained along with the
payments that were expected to be incurred later in the year. RESOLVED that
Council be recommended to note the budget situation as scrutinised by the
Committee.

Quarter 1 Bank Reconciliation

The Clerk reported on the Bank Reconciliation of the Council’s Accounts for the
first Quarter of the 2026-27 financial year. RESOLVED that Council be
recommended to note reconciliation of the Council’s accounts as scrutinised by
the Committee.

Finance and Governance Toolkit — Self Assessment — Theme D

The Clerk provided a supporting briefing report on Theme D of the Self-
Assessment Section of the Finance and Governance Toolkit, which covered
“‘Business Processes”. Members reviewed the questions posed in the paper
and considered evidence available which demonstrated the Council’s current
position.  Following discussion, Members concluded that it does have
appropriate policies and procedures to support “Business Processes”, but could
increase some of its scrutiny of the Council’s Risk Register, define priority
capital projects earlier, review its Health and Safety procedures, and address
any gaps in its legal documents relating to assets.
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RESOLVED that Council be recommended to note the Committee’s
conclusions and that actions be agreed to address the reservations.

Finance and Governance Toolkit — Self Assessment — Theme E

The Clerk provided a supporting briefing report on Theme E of the Self-
Assessment Section of the Finance and Governance Toolkit, which covered
“Resources and Financial Management”. Members reviewed the questions
posed in the paper and considered evidence available which demonstrated the
Council’'s current position. Following discussion, Members concluded that
Council’s activities were compliant with legislative and financial requirements.
Whilst acknowledging current policy and practice on document retention, it was
agreed that a review of electronic document retention should also be
undertaken at an appropriate time.

RESOLVED that Council be recommended to note the Committee’s
conclusions and that actions be agreed to investigate the reservations further.

The meeting ended at 8.00 pm

Signed Dated

25



Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on Monday 21 September 2026 at
6.30 pm in the Cadoxton Community Centre, Neath and Online

Presiding Councillor J Betts

Present

In Person - Councillors C Lewis, J Hale, G Morgan, G T Morgan, J
Hutchings, A Burton, N Brown, A M Broom, J Griffiths
Online — Councillors C Williams

1 representative of Bryncoch Football Club

Apologies  Councillor H Harry, W Griffiths, R Lewis, C Parry

6143

6144

6145

6146

6147

6148

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting.

Bryncoch Football Club

The Chair welcomed Mr L Powell a representative of Bryncoch Football Club
and invited him to make a presentation to Council. Mr Powell outlined the
recent development of the Club in terms of numbers and explained that whilst
the Club’s teams play at various locations, including the Waunceirch Playing
Field, there was not a single location that the Club could call a “home”. He
explained that this was holding the club back in comparison with other clubs
in the locality who were able to take advantage of financial support that was
available from various governing bodies, etc. He confirmed the Club’s
aspiration to secure a lease of the Waunceirch Playing Field that would enable
them to secure grant funding and develop the offer that they can make to
young people and adults. He indicated that other sites within the Bryncoch
area had been considered but that none was considered suitable or available.
In the short term, the proposal was to include a demountable building as
changing rooms, potentially near the Owain Glyndwr Community Centre.
Members were able to ask a number of questions and Mr Powell responded
appropriately. The Chair thanked Mr Powell for attending, whereupon he
withdrew from the meeting.

Matters Raised by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public present.

Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 17 August 2026
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held on 17
August 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
Financial Transactions — September 2026
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RESOLVED that the Clerk’s report on payments and transfer of funds be
approved.

6149 Planning Applications — September 2026
RESOLVED no objection to the following application, subject to the views of
the NPT CBC arboricultural officer -

P2026/0273 Amended Plans - Workto = 8 Hazel Tree Court
TPO Trees

RESOLVED no objection to the following applications -

P2026/0482 External Building Bryncoch Sports Club Ty Llwyd
Improvements Bryncoch

P2026/0510 Listed Building Application — Seion CM Chapel Fforest Hill
Removal of Specific Pews Aberdulais

P2026/0527 Extensions 13 Gilfach Road Bryncoch
P2026/0548 S/S Extension, Raised 100 Main Road Bryncoch
Patio, Access Steps
P2026/0577 Access Ramp at front of 60 Heol y Felin Caewern
property
P2026/0581 Retention of Chimneys and  Unit 1 Groundhog Ynysygerwn Ave
Flues Aberdulais

6150 Community Centre Management

5. The Clerk reported that revised quotations had now been received for
water management at the Council’s community centres, reflecting the
intention to undertake certain regular tests in house following training
received. The costs involved in engaging MSS Water were made
known to Council, and it was RESOLVED that they be appointed
accordingly.

6. Members were advised of a request for waiving of the hire charge at
Owain Glyndwr Community Centre for a charity fund raising activity. A
request in writing had been received and demonstrated that the request
was a bona fide charity event. RESOLVED that the request be
acceded to and noted that the Chair would consider a contribution from
his Chair’s allowance towards the cause.

7. The Clerk reported that some of the lighting at Aberdulais Community
Centre had recently failed and that on inspection, the Council’s
contractor had advised that the bulbs were no longer available. A price
was, therefore, quoted by the Council’s electrical contractor for
replacement of all the lighting in the entrance hall, the toilets and for
upgraded emergency lights in the toilets. RESOLVED that as they
were the areas explicitly affected, the lights in the entrance hallway be
replaced along with the emergency lights in the toilets, but that other
areas be held in abeyance at present.

6151 Police Matters

RESOLVED that the following reports from Members and referred to the
Police be noted —
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e Off road bikes in the Dwr y Felin, Caewern and Aberdulais areas
e Speed monitoring arrangements at Llygad yr Haul and Llewellyn
Avenue
e Fencing to prevent access at “the jumps” near Dyffryn Woods and
Fireman’s Hill Bryncoch
Further RESOLVED that the apologies of Sergeant J Davies from SW Police
and his intention to attend the November meeting of Council be noted.

Reports from Outside Bodies
There were no reports from the NPT CBC Liaison Forum, One Voice Wales
or School Governing Bodies.

Minutes of the Resources Committee Meeting held on 07 September
2026

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Resources Committee held on 07
September 2026 be confirmed as a correct record by those present and be
adopted by Council.

Casual Vacancy, Bryncoch South Ward

Members were advised that two expressions of interest had been received for
the Casual Vacancy in the Bryncoch South Ward. The Clerk outlined the
content of the respective expressions of interest and Members participated in
a secret ballot to select a candidate. RESOLVED that Ms J Hearne of
Bryncoch be coopted to serve as a Councillor for the Bryncoch South Ward.

Cilffriw Primary School Governing Body

The Clerk confirmed that he had sought a candidate to serve as a Minor
Authority Governor on the Governing Body of Cilffriw Primary School. No
Member was able to accept a nomination and, as no lay member candidate
had been made known to Council, the position would need to be advertised.
RESOLVED that Council should pursue its intention to appoint a lay member,
and in the event that a single nomination was forthcoming, the Clerk be
authorised to satisfy himself that the individual was prepared to work with the
Council and confirm the appointment.

Caewern Community Centre

The Clerk reported that NPT CBC had confirmed a grant towards the cost of
the lease fee payable by the Council in respect of the Caewern Community
Centre. He further indicated that a document drafted to renew the lease had
been received from NPT CBC, that this should be reviewed, and that the lease
should be registered with HM Land Registry. RESOLVED that the Clerk
approach a local solicitor to review the document, liaise with the Legal
Department at NPT CBC and with HM Land Registry in order to ensure that
the Council’s interests were protected and that the previous situation had been
regularised.

(Councillors W Griffiths arrived during the following item and remained for the

rest of the meeting, whilst Councillor A Burton left the meeting at the end of
the item)
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Football Activities at Cilfrew Playing Field

Councillor C lewis outlined concerns regarding the football activities that had
taken place at the Cilfrew Playing during the previous week, outlining
difficulties experienced by residents in accessing their properties and parking
their own vehicles, because of the parking of vehicles by players and
supporters during and after matches. Concerns about the use of New Road
were also conveyed. Members discussed the ongoing issues regarding car
parking limitations and use of the community centre for after match activities
at weekends. The possible development of additional land for car parking was
mooted whilst accepting that there would be development and financial
considerations. RESOLVED that the Clerk engage with Cilfrew Rovers
Football Club to outline the ongoing concerns, review the basis of the
Council’'s agreement in place with the Club, enquire as to the Club’s risk
assessments and indicate that the Council would reserve the right to impose
restrictions on the use of the community centre by the Club if this was deemed
appropriate.

(Councillor C Lewis declared an interest in the following item and took no part
in the decisions taken thereon)

Birch Lane Cilfrew

The Clerk referred to previous consideration of issues relating to Birch Lane
Cilfrew as raised by a local resident and Council’s instruction to engage with
relevant officers from NPT CBC (Minute 6130, Council 17 August 2026 refers).
He summarised advice received regarding the possibility of undertaking works
on Council land that might alleviate some of the concerns expressed and the
need to take proper professional advice regarding feasibility, design and legal
or legislative obligations. RESOLVED that, without commitment or obligation,
the Clerk approach a suitably qualified civil engineer to discuss the matter
further and report back to Council in due course.

Grant Applications, Cadoxton Park, Cilfrew and Ynysygerwn
Playgrounds

Members were advised that two grant applications had been submitted to NPT
CBC, with the support of Councillor P Rogers and C Lewis, to secure funding
from UK Government funding sources for schemes in Cadoxton Park, Cilfrew
playground and Ynysygerwn Playground. The proposed schemes and their
financial implications for Council were outlined to Members, along with an
indication of some confidence that they would be approved imminently.
RESOLVED that subject to formal approval letters being received, the Clerk
be authorised to place orders with Sutcliffe Play and Wicksteed Leisure as
soon as possible to facilitate implementation in the current financial year.

Bryncoch Football Club Aspirations for Waunceirch District Park
RESOLVED that further discussion of this matter be deferred for consideration
at the next meeting of Council.

Capital Programme Schemes

The Clerk submitted updates on possible projects that were under
investigation as follows -
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e Further to the possibility of constructing a footpath ramp up to
Waunceirch Playing Fields, a DDA compliant design had been tabled
but that it may be over-engineered for the site. A revised option was,
therefore, being explored for presentation to Members. RESOLVED
noted.

e Councillor J Hale indicated that some discussions had taken place with
NPT CBC officers about the disused playground at Waunceirch District
Park, but that plans had not been provided as yet. It was also noted
that, given the extensive vehicle use of grass beyond the car park, it
may be expedient to consider a designed solution for this activity.
RESOLVED that further investigations proceed.

e Discussions with relevant professionals regarding the potential to
develop allotments at Ynysllynlladd had revealed that there were likely
to be multiple issues to address before a meaningful project could be
defined. RESOLVED that the Clerk continue with his exploratory
discussions to establish whether appropriate professional advice could
be secured to undertake feasibility work.

Public and Press

RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the
meeting during the following five items, by virtue of the nature of the business
to be transacted.

Matters Arising from Exempt Items
There were no matters arising.

Health and Safety
There were no reports for submission to Council. RESOLVED noted.

Ynysygerwn Playground

The Clerk indicated that, following a complaint from an adjacent resident of
damage to her property caused by a large tree on the Council’s boundary, he
had asked the Council’s arboricultural consultant to undertake an inspection.
The recommendation received was that the tree be removed and
subsequently a quotation for the work had been sought and received in a sum
made known to Members. RESOLVED that, to avoid any further damage and
following the recommendation received, the quotation be accepted and the
work proceed. Further RESOLVED that the contractor be approached to
discuss leaving the tree trunk on site to facilitate a possible carved art
installation in due course.

Internal Audit Services

Following the retirement of the Council’s previous Internal Auditor, the Clerk
explained that he had sought proposals from three other individuals who might
have the skills, experience and capacity to undertake the role on behalf of the
Council. Only one had submitted a proposal and its content was summarised
for Members. RESOLVED that Council appoint Ridgewood Associates to
undertake internal audit services for the Council on a three-year contract on
the terms indicated to Council, and subject to an annual review of the work
undertaken.
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6167 Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2026-27

The Clerk reminded Members of the Council’'s decision to pay its staff in
accordance with National Joint Council (NJC) Pay Scales, and to receive
annual recommendations from the NJC in reviewing staff salaries (Minute
3566 of the Resources Committee, 03 December 2015, and Minute 3576 of
Council, 14 December 2015, refer). He submitted a factual report on the
recommendations for the pay agreement from 01 April 2026, and outlined the
financial implications for Council if the recommendations were accepted.

(The Clerk and Assistant Clerk both withdrew from the Chamber during the
remainder of this Item to allow Members to discuss the details further)

RESOLVED that Council accept the recommendations on Pay Scales from
the National Joint Council and implement the 2026-27 Pay Agreement
accordingly.

6168 Personnel Matters
The Clerk advised Members that two caretakers — Mr T Harris and Mrs T
Jones — had expressed a wish take retirement from dates in October 2026 and
December 2026 respectively. Council expressed their appreciation for the
work undertaken by both members of staff over many years. RESOLVED that
the Clerk be authorised to advertise the two posts and make appointments at
the appropriate time to fill the vacancies.

6169 Correspondence
RESOLVED that the following items of correspondence be actioned as follows

6 One Voice Wales Invitation to Innovative Practice Conference
The Assistant Clerk be authorised to attend and proper expenses be paid.

RESOLVED that the following items of correspondence be noted —

1 T Llewellyn Jones / Howells  Letters re 33 Beaconsfield Street Cadoxton

2 NPT CBC Electoral Services Advance Notice re 2027 Elections

3 NPTCBC Letter re T & C Councils Charter

4 One Voice Wales Invitation to submit motions for AGM

5 Democracy and Boundary Guide to the 2030 Review of Senedd
Commission Constituencies

The meeting ended at 9.00 pm

Signed Dated 19 October
2026
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Cyngor Cymuned Blaenhonddan
Blaenhonddan Community Council

Minutes of a Meeting of the Festivals Committee of the Council held on Monday 12th
October 2026 at 6.30 pm in Cadoxton Community Centre, Neath and Online

Presiding

Present In Person - Councillors W Giriffiths, A Burton, A M Broom

Online - J Hale
Non-Voting Members — Councillors J Betts, G Morgan

Apologies  Councillors H Harry, N Brown

6170

6171

6172

6173

6174

6175

Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest at the start of the meeting

Appointment of Chair
RESOLVED that Councillor J Hale be appointed Chair of the Festivals
Committee for 2026/27

Appointment of Vice Chair
RESOLVED that Councillor A Burton be appointed Vice-Chair of the Festivals
Committee for 2026/27

(At the request of the Chair, Councillor A Burton took the Chair for the meeting)

Matters raised by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public present.

Minutes of the Meeting held on 13t July 2026
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Festivals Committee held on the 13" July
2026 be confirmed as a correct record.

Progress in arrangements for the 2026 Christmas Carol Service
The Assistant Clerk updated Members with arrangements for the Christmas
Carol Service. It was confirmed that the service would take place on the 07
December 2026 at 6.30pm at St Matthews Church, Bryncoch. The date and
time have also been confirmed with Rev. S Bodycombe, who recommends the
service should last no longer than one hour.
As discussed previously, Members agreed to involve schools in the
surrounding area of Bryncoch to participate in a small reading during the
service. The following schools have confirmed their attendance

e Blaenhonddan Primary

e Bryncoch Church in Wales Primary

e Waunceirch

Members also discussed the possibility of involving a Welsh medium school to
incorporate the Welsh Language into the Service.

The Assistant Clerk outlined and submitted proposals for consideration.
RESOLVED that the proposals be agreed subject to the following —
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e The Assistant Clerk will liaise with participating schools to coordinate
arrangements for the service and provide the relevant readings for the
children to practice in advance.

e The Clerk will contact both Castell Nedd and Tregeles Welsh Primary
Schools to invite their participation.

e The retiring collection would be donated to Shelter Cymru

¢ Refreshments will comprise of cold drinks for children, mulled wine for
adults, and mince pies.

e Children in participating schools be invited to submit a Christmas-
themed drawing and members would select their first, second and third
choices. The winning entry to be used as the cover for the Christmas
Carol Service order of Service and as the Council’s electronic
Christmas Card for 2026.

e Agreed that there would be a small monetary gift voucher for first
second third placed entries, and a selection box for all entries.

6176 To discuss and consider future events for 2027
Members considered and discussed the following -

e Arrange a Fun Day at Waunceirch on Saturday 121" June 2027,
broadly consistent with that undertaken in 2026.

e Arrange a further Christmas Carol Service in December 2027, with a
view to hold the event elsewhere within the Blaenhonddan Community
Council wards, to encourage wider community involvement, possibly
coordinating with other events in the area.

e CllIr Betts suggested introducing an additional community competition
during 2027 including the prettiest front garden (midyear) and the best
Christmas lights display competition

RESOLVED that the above suggestions be explored for 2027 and further reports
be submitted to Council in due course.

The meeting ended at 7.15 pm

Signed Dated
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